
Howard Sutton
July 26, 1930 - November 11, 2018

Howard Sutton, 88, of Oskaloosa died Sunday, November 11, 2018, at the Northern
Mahaska Nursing and Rehab. Center in Oskaloosa. He was born July 26, 1930, in Rose
Hill the son of William and Emma Mae Hunt Sutton. He graduated from Oskaloosa High
School with the class of 1950. In 1953, he joined the Iowa National Guard. He served for
many years in the Guard and was honorably discharged as a Sergeant First Class. On
June 19, 1954, he was united in marriage to Merna Rice at Oskaloosa. Merna died
October 19, 2008, after over 54 years of marriage. Howard worked for many years as an
auto mechanic. He started his career at Walker Cadillac Oldsmobile in Oskaloosa. In July
of 1974, he opened Howards Auto Service in Oskaloosa. Through honesty and hard work,
the business outgrew the shop in town. He expanded the business and moved to a bigger
shop south of Oskaloosa. In addition to working on vehicles, he ran a wrecker service for
many years. He spent many nights working with his wrecker at the Southern Iowa
Speedway. In February of 2001, he retired and sold the business. He did continue to run
his wrecker at the Southern Iowa Speedway for a few years after retirement. He was a
member of the Bethel Baptist Church in Oskaloosa for over 60 years and served as the
head usher for many years. Howard enjoyed volunteering for little league as a ground’s
keeper for two years. He had a servant heart and enjoyed helping people, not only with
their vehicles, but any way he could.

 

His family includes his three children, Donna (Lyle) Collins, Karann Sampsel, and John
Sutton all of Oskaloosa; six grandchildren, Lee (Missy) Collins, Leslie (Mike) Hirons,
Russell (Kylie) Hessing, Derek Hessing, Renee Hessing, and Hanna Sampsel; seven
great grandchildren, Trey, Sierra, and Cooper Collins, Annabel, Jacob, and Emily Hirons,
and Soren Hessing. 

 

In addition to his wife Merna, Howard was preceded in death by his parents; a brother,
Neal Sutton; and a sister, Veda Northup.

 

Funeral services will be held Friday, November 16, 2018, at 10:00 a.m. in the Bethel
Baptist Church in Oskaloosa with Reverend Steve Cox officiating. Burial will be in the



Wymore Cemetery east of Oskaloosa. Graveside Military Honors will be given by
members of the Oskaloosa American Legion and V.F.W. The Bates Funeral Chapel is in
charge of the arrangements. Visitation will begin Thursday morning after 11 and the family
will be at the funeral chapel Thursday evening from 5-7 to greet friends and relatives.
Memorials may be made to Bethel Baptist Church.
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Comments

A wonderful person, he will be missed !
 
Linda King - November 16, 2018 at 06:48 AM

2 files added to the album LifeTributes
 

  
 

 
Bates Funeral Chapel - November 15, 2018 at 10:54 AM

36 files added to the album LifeTributes
 

   
 

 
Bates Funeral Chapel - November 15, 2018 at 08:11 AM

Marvin And Betty Bruxvoort lit a candle in memory of Howard Sutton

 
Marvin and Betty Bruxvoort - November 14, 2018 at 05:03 PM
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“

“

“



Sorry to hear of your loss Donna, Karann, John, Leslie, Lee, Russell, Renee, Derek
and all of your families. I have you in my thoughts and prayers. He was always a
good neighbor when we all lived on North 10th. I have fond memories of him. 

 Your friend and former neighbor, 
 Nancy Stapp McCurdy

 
Nancy Jane Stapp McCurdy - November 14, 2018 at 04:03 PM

Howard was more than a friend. He was very special. I wish to send my heartfelt
wishes for your healing of his departure.

 
Carol Leatherwood - November 13, 2018 at 01:34 PM

Carol Leatherwood lit a candle in memory of Howard Sutton

 
Carol Leatherwood - November 13, 2018 at 01:08 PM
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Valerie Carmer lit a candle in memory of Howard Sutton

 
Valerie Carmer - November 13, 2018 at 10:22 AM

Howard was a very good friend to me and gave me some good advice when I was
growing up in the Auto Repair business. A very nice man!

 
Darrell Rust - November 13, 2018 at 12:40 AM

Jeff Ferguson lit a candle in memory of Howard Sutton

 
Jeff Ferguson - November 12, 2018 at 06:08 PM
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